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REVOLU T1 o N. 


HE 1 in the Gant of Great Britain; or, 

as it is commonly called, the change of the Britiſh Mi- 
niſters in the month of March, 1782, is one of the moſt ſplendid 
epochs in the hiſtory of theſe iſlands. The victories of former 
days, in the reigns of Edward and Henry, of Anne and George 
the Second, will not be found, upon examination, to merit a 
greater applauſe from the Nation, than the wiſdom and cour- 
age of thoſe virtuous men, who routed an army of inſatiable 
mercenaries, entrenched behind that prerogative which they 
had ſeized and abuſed, and in the moment of extremeſt peril, 
undertook the emancipation of their Country, when reduced 
to the loweſt W of wretchedneſs and deſpair, 


This important and critical 1 of Miniſters, may, with 
great propriety, be called a Revolution. There is no other word 
in our language which fo fully and properly expreſſes the 
| Tones: * extent of the late total defeat of Corruption and Uſur- 
: e i” wy e 


44 


„ 


pation. It is not lefs a Revolution of ſyſtem and government, 
than that of 1688. | 


It is true, the perſon of the King is not changed; but the 
meaſures which have diſhonoured his name are done away, and 
it is hoped will never be repeated. Nor is it leſs a Revolution 
for the timely and happy preſervation of the Sovereign. By our 
Conſtitution, a King of England a never es, 


The - ſituation to „eb the _ Miniſters had reduced 1 
Country, left no alternative to King and has To perſevere 
Was r ſave maſt be nan . 


wes majority =P the Houſe of Commons at t lag ſaw this 
fituation; they faw, that notwithſtanding the unlimited ſapport 
which they had given to the King's ſervants ; had granted every 
tequeſt as well for men as money, which thoſe ſervants had 
made; had with aftonifhing - patience, which ſeemed to border 
upon treachery to their Country, year after year, heard: thoſe 
Etvants break every ptomiſe they had pledged themſelves te 
fulfill :+inſtead-of ſucceſs in any quarter, there was nothing but 9 
defeat in every quarter; inſtead of a navy adequate to face the 
Houſe of Bourbon, which Lord Sandwich in dhe hour of his in- 
ſolence, ſaid, the Miniſter who had not always ready, would de- 
ferve th loſe his head; — there was nothing but a ſhattered flota of 
Jails: and hoſpitals. They promiſed a revenue from America, 
and had-loft the country ;. they promiſed | an increaſe of trade, 
and had almoſt” anhchilated- it; they promiſed to obſerve -ceco-.. 
nemy; and had practiſed the moſt unbounded. extravagance. 
After ach m_—— and: fatal experience or: the King's ſervants, 


there 


TC. 
there could be only two opinions formed of them; —either 
that they were in the intereſt of the enemy; or that they were 
of ſuch ſuperlative incapacity, it was hazarding the exiſtence 
of the Country to truſt. them. a day longer. They had abuſed 
an unexampled perſevering confidence: to an unpardonable 
ignorance, they had added a criminal negligence in the diſ-- 
charge of their official duties. They treated Parliament in ge- 
neral with hauteur; and the humble ſolicitations of the People 
with inſolent contempt. And looking upon their offices, as te- 
nures for life, were as indifferent to the conſequences of their 
meaſures, as to the motives Which gave birth to them. 5 


All theſe ien ent were become ſo manifeſt, a majority of 
the Houſe of Commons felt the indignity of their own ſituation; 
they ſaw, that inſtead of being the Guardians of their Conſti- 
tuents, they were made the protectors of their moſt inveterate 
enemies; they ſaw with ſhame their own miſconduct; they felt 
with ſorrow the humbled and debilitated ſtate of the Country. 
They reſolved to emanei patè the People, and reſcue: the Nation. 
They gave their aſſiſtance to the Whigs. —Amongſt them 
there were ſeveral very reſpectable Country Gentlemen, who. have 
| been uſually denominated. Tories, who .feeing the wreck of their 
Country, they with a laudable ſpirit that reflects the higheſt - 
| honour, on chen Idependence of their ſituations; holding like 
Umpires the balance · in their hands, gave the deciſion to the 
Whigs; - to the old tried friends of the Conſtitution and their 


Country; who had, in every inſtance of their condemnation of 
the late meaſures, produced ſuch marks of political wifdom, and! 


of. thorough knowledge of the intereſts. and ſtrength of the em- 
pire, as time had ripened every year: into ſo many . ſtrong and 
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indiſputable proofs of ſound judgment, Theſe were the men 
moſt worthy of the confidence of Parliament. To great perſonal 
weight of character and fortune, was added the hereditary purity 
of thoſe principles and virtues, which faved the country in 1688. 
The meaſures of the Cabal in the laſt century, and of the In- 
terior Cabinet in the preſent, originated in the ſame ſpirit, and 
were guided by the ſame principle. The policy of the Court in 
both periods was the ſame, . The meaſures of government being 


hoſtile to the Conſtitution, and threatening the annihilation of 


the State, produced the neceſſity of both Revolutions. Accom- 
pliſhed as they were by the Whigs, the judicious and ſenſible 
part of the Tories, gave their aſſiſtance at both periods. In the 
former it is known, and in the laſt it is more than preſumption, 
the Tories prevented an accumulation of miſery to the empire, 


by their — thangh late, bert of the Whigs. 


1 . here KT made an FI NE to 4 Tories, but that 
I recolle& one ſuitable to the occaſion, in a very excellent but 
now ſcarce pamphlet, called, A Letter from Albemarle-ftreet 
to the Cocoa Tree,” which was written under the eye of a noble. 
man (I ſpeak from perſonal knowledge) of great abilities, amia- 
ble manners, and unblemiſhed integrity, (the late Earl Temple)* 
and which was publiſhed at the time that ſeveral Independent 
Country Gentlemen gave their afliſtance to the u pan the 


446 You 


* Upon this ee I cannot help wiſhing to undeceive the public mating 
an aſſertion in Lord Cheſterfield's letters: In the letter numbered 366, dated Au- 
gull 14, 1766, his Lordſhip ede of a certain N ſays, It was publi 4 7 


4 


19 
«« You, the worthy Gentlemen of the Cocoa-Tree, have ho- 


„ nourably diſtinguiſhed yourſelves among the friends of liberty. 
„ Your country with gratitude proclaims your merit; and the 


voice of liberty will loudly ſound your praiſe. Welcome into 


* the boſom of a free people, and to be numbered amongſt the 
ce beſt citizens. You have followed the example of the venera- 
te ble heroes in the cauſe of liberty, to whoſe cauſe, courage in 
the ſenate, and the field, we owe the preſervation of our con- 
« ſtitution, the maintenance of our freedom. You have but to 
ce perſevere in the ſame glorious path, and your fame will be re- 
corded with their immortal renown, | 


Could you defire a nobler teſtimony to your ſervices, than 
© one you have? You ſhare the large applauſes of ſo many brave 
< patriots, who on the ſame trying occaſion, with undaunted 
„ boldneſs, contended for the juſt rights of their Country. 
* Amongſt the foremoſt ſtands a gallant General, pointed out for 
& ſupreme command, by the unanimous voice of his grateful 
country; in whale manly ſpirit a well-tempered mixture of 

“ generoſity 


by Lord Temple.” It is a miſtake. Lord Temple ſo far from having any concern 
in writing or publiſhing the pamphlet alluded to, had not the ſmalleſt knowledge 
of it, until after it was printed, and fent to him at Stowe. It was written by Mr. 
Humphry Cotes. Nothing but his Lordſhip's affection for his friends, prevented 
him contradicting the report which prevailed at the time, as well as ſeveral paſ- 
ſages in the pamphlet, which were not true. Upon the publication of Lord Cheſ- 
terfield's letters, his Lordſhip ſent for Mr. Dodſley, the publiſher, upon the ſub- 


jet; but took no ſteps to vindicate his character from the infinite number of illi- 


beral aſperſions, which had been, for ſeveral years, circulated by the malicious, 
and unceaſing induſtry of the Court faction. Speaking upon this ſubject, with a 


| perſon whom he honoured with his confidence, his Lordſhip ſaid, Guard me from 


my friends I will guard myſelf from my enemies.” | 


c 


( 
generoſity and frugality, ſecures the foundation of true dig- 
« nity: renowned for his proweſs, more diſtinguiſhed yet by his 
« patriotiſm ; who truly poſſeſſes that animus in conſulendo liber, 
« negue delicto, neque libidini obnoxtus : a brave ſon of Mars, who 


e follows not alone, but accompanied by many, his ſpirited com- 


* panions of the war, wherever liberty leads; who pleads her 
<« cauſe at home, with the ſame ardour that he fought her battles 
« abroad ; wreathing the laurels of the camp with the garlands of 
ee the ſenate; who thinks, and ſhews, that honour is not con- 


<< fined to military ſervice, - but is equally ſacred in all fituations, 


© and in all capacities. There is fortitude which deſpiſes danger, 


te and defies diſmiſſion; the independent ſpirit which makes the 


te man; the magnanimity which crowns the hero; the bold ſol- 
dier, the intrepid ſenator, the- fine gentleman, . the warlike ad- 
% yocate for liberty. England has a Conway, the powers of 
<« whoſe eloquence, inſpired by his zeal for the object, animated 
« with: the fire of true genius, and furniſhed with a ſound know- 
* ledge of the conſtitution, at once entertain, raviſh, convince, 


e conquer.” Pages 21 and 22, printed in 1764, for F. Almon. 


It was an admirable cuſtom of the antient Egyptians, immedi- 
ately upon the the death of their King, to appoint a trial of his. 
conduct and character. This inſtitution, ſo wiſely imagined for 
the inſtruction and reſtraint. of ſucceeding Kings, might with: 
double propriety be adopted by the people of England, upon 
every change of miniſters; for as by law, our Kings can do no 
wrong, the Miniſter being reſponſible for every act of the Sove- 
reign, he therefore, upon his removal, may be conſidered as the 
dead King. It is not until after death that the true characters of 


men come to light, and their ſurvivors receive benefit from the: 


diſcovery. 
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diſcovery. With a view of this ſort, until a day of trial is ap- 
pointed, let us take a ſhort retroſpect of the Conduct and Cha- 
racter of the laſt Miniſter; neither * extenuating his fault nor 
« ſetting down ought in malice.” _ 5 


When. Lord North came to the head of the Treaſury, we were 
in perfect peace with all the world. The diſputes with America, 
which a few years before, had threatened ſuch violence to the 
Mother Country,, were happily adjuſted by the wiſe and critical 


repeal of the ſtamp act. Our commerce was in the moſt flouriſh- 


ing ſtate, in every quarter of the globe. New veins of trade were 
daily opening. The revenue was daily encreaſing; inſomuch, 
that the Miniſter finding ſuch a. ſurplus of money in his hands, 
even after all the various ſums were impreſſed to every individual, 
and to every item, that could be enumerated, he voluntarily de- 
clared in Parliament, in 1770, he ſhould pay off ſeventeen mil 
Lons of the national debt, in a few years. The orders for our 
goods were larger than our merchants could execute. Like the 
king's ſhipwrights, upon extraordinary occaſions, our manufac- 
turers were, in many places, obliged to work double tides. 
All forts of people were fully employed, from the huſbandman. 
to the artiſt. The value of land was at one and two and thirty 
years purchaſe, and increaſing.* The poor's rate, which is the 

| barometer. 


4 


In anſwer to this, I ſhall be told, that rents had riſen, and were riſing. I ad- 
mit the fact. But the landlord's property enereaſing in proportion with the tra- 
der's, was no grievance ; it was juftice, I remember Sir Cecil Wray ſtating and 
explaining this point ſo clearly, in the Houſe of Commons, about the latter end of 
March 1775, that I will beg leave to quote his words, as I find them very accu- 
rately printed in the Parliamentary Regiſter of that intereſting time, 

« That if Parliament had the right to tax America, he ſhould be againſt. uſing 
6 that power; as in that caſe juſtice would demand,. that we ſhould give to Ame 
: 2 46 rica. 
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barometer of employment, was in general every where low. 
The Stocks, which are the barometer of the ſtate, were every 
day riſing. The three per cents were at ninety and ninety- one. 
On the zoth of November 1774, (which was only the year be- 
fore the American war commenced) the three per cents conſol. 
was at 90 4. On the zd of December 1774, the ſame ſtock 
Was at g14. Lord Hawke, who went out in the ſame year 
that Lord North came in, left a fleet of ninety ſhips of the line, 
beſides frigates, all fit for ſervice, except five or fix, which 
only wanted ſmall repair. The yards were ſtocked with timber 
and naval ſtores. The Baltic, the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, 
&c. were covered with our ſhipping. Our fleets went out 
freighted with the manufactures of this country, and returned 
laden with riches of Europe, Africa, Aſia, and America. Theſe 
immenſe, and infinite mines of commercial wealth, gave Great 
Britain ſuch a ſplendid poſſeſſion of power and authority, that 
her name was reſpected, and her friendſhip courted, by every 
nation in the known world. 5 


Such was our ſituation, when Lord North was | appointed 
Miniſter of this country. 


When | 


cc rica an equal power of paying taxes; that that could only be 8 by opening 
cc the trade of the whole world to America, in common with Britain; a meaſure 
£ which no one could with to ſee adopted, as it would then be at the expence of 
ce the latter, and a very conſiderable defalcation enſue in its power of then paying 
<< the taxes it now does. That the quantum of taxes are not to be eſtimated by the 
« ſum of money raiſed, but by the proportion ſuch ſum bears to the ability cf the 
cc perſons taxed: For inſtance, if a farmer who, at the laſt mentioned æra, paid 
e 10ol. a year rent, and is now enabled to raiſe 300l. more than the ſum he could 
« then, by the encreaſed price of his goods, he cannot be ſaid to have his rent 
ce raiſed, but rather lowered, if his landlord makes him pay 200l. rent inſtead of 
6 one,” Volume the firſt, page 391. 


4-23 1 
When his Lordſhip was removed from his poſt of Miniſter, 
he left the nation engaged, without an Ally, in a quadruple 
war, of his own making, or approving, with America, France, 


_ „ and Holland. 


One of the firſt acts of his Lordſhip's adminiſtration, was to 
revive the diſpute with America; about a tax, which was fo 
ſmall, that the point of advantage to the revenue, is not even 


pretended to have been the object of it. 


. The affair of Falkland's Ifland was concealed, extinguiſhed, 
and forgiven, that the Miniſter might have no. embarraſſment 
in executing the project. of the Court againſt America. The 
value of the iſland was not conſiderable; but the hoſtility being 
committed in time of profound peace, and accompanied with 
every circumſtance of extravagant and aggravated inſult, it was 
unpardonable in the Miniſter, not vindicating, with ſpirit, the 


national character, which all Europe ſaw was deeply wounded 


by that violent and flagrant outrage. Shakeſpear ſays, 


— Tis not to be great, 
Never to ſtir without great argument; 
But greatly to find quarrel in a ſtraw 
When Honour's at the ſtake. 


The French were ſuffered to keep quiet poſſeſſion of Corſica, 
notwithſtanding the King of Sardinia (once our ally) remon- 


ſtrated againſt it, and the conqueſt was a breach of treaty ; 


probably for the ſame reaſon that the Spaniſh inſult was not 
chaſtiſed. 


D 2 > Phi 


<6 
The friendſhip of Ruſſia was loſt, by refuſing to accept the 


honourable and advantageous office of Mediator, between the 


_ Empreſs and the Porte, which was firſt offered to our Mini- 


fters, and upon their refuſal to the F rench, who accepted it; 
and have thereby acquired an intereſt at the Court of Peterſburg. 


| The | Friendlhip of Denmark loſt. 


The friendſhip of Sweden, loſt ; the ancient conſtitution of 


that kingdom being changed and made wholly French, which 


we might have prevented, and in which we had an intereſt. 


But theſe purſuits might have | occupied a part of the atten- 
tion of the Miniſter, which was deſtined to be directed ſolely 
to the American war. To the American war all points of 


honour, all cement of national friendſhip, all proſpects of na- 


yanal advantage, have been ſurrendered and ſacrificed. 


During Lord North 8 adrwiniſtratin, the W marriage bill 
was paſſed. 


The conſtitution of the Eaſt India Company was altered; 
by which twelve hundred and forty-ſix proprietors were diſ- 
franchiſed, without a charge or pretence of delinquency. 


The French laws, and the Roman Catholic Religion, were: 
eſtabliſhed by act of parliament, in the extended Province 9 


Canada. 


The particular acts of provocation paſſed againſt the proteſtant 


cColonies in America, I ſhall forbear to mention diſtinctly, be- 


— „ 


cauſe 
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cauſe the word Wax, which was the u/timatum, includes them 
all. | | 


Repeated attempts towards e with the Colonies, as 
well before the war commenced, as afterwards, were made by 


the beſt, the greateſt, and moſt amiable characters in the nation; * 
but. 


4 


To enumerate all theſe would be almoſt impoſſible; but I will attempt to give 
a.re-capitulation of ſome of the principle ones, 

1773. June 23. Petition for the removal of Governor Hutchinſon, and Lieute- 

nant Governor Oliver, of Maſſachuſett's Bay, for betraying 

their truſts, and the people they governed, and for giving falſe 


| information. 
1774. Oct. 26. Firſt petition from the Congreſs at Philadelphia. 
1775. July 8. Second petition from the Congreſs at Philadelphia, brought by Mr: 


Penn. 
' I775. Jan. 20. Lord Chatham's motion to withdraw the troops from Boſton. 


Feb. 1. Lord Chatham's bill for ſettling the troubles in America. 
Mar. 22. Mr. Burke's conciliatory propofitions. 

Mar. 27. Mr. Hartley's conciliatory propoſitions. 

Nov. 16. Mr. Burke's bill for compoſing the troubles in America. 


Dec. 7. Mr. Hartley's ſecond propoſitions. 
2776. Mar. 5, Duke of Richmond's motion for a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities in America. 


Mar. 14. Duke of Grafton's motion for the ſame, &c. 

May 10. Mr. Sawbridge's motion for putting America on the ſame footing: 
as Ireland. 

Nov. 6. Lord John Cavendiſh's motion = a reviſion of the laws by which 


the Americans were aggrieved. 
| 7775. Dec. 2. Governor Pownall's plan for a reviſion of all the laws relative to, 


and the trade of America. 

1778. Feb. 6. Governor Pownall's offer to go to Congreſs, as a private at. 
to treat of peace. 

1780. May 5. General Conway's bill for quieting the troubles in America. 

May 24. Governor Pownall's bill for making peace, truce, or convention,, 
with America. 
The debates, at length, upon all theſe intereſting ſubjects, the reader will find: 
in the Parliamentary Regiſter ;_ from whence the above heads are extracted. 


1 23S } 
but they were all rejected by the Miniſter, ſpurned at, and in- 
dignantly treated; yet he himſelf, in a ſort of paroxyſm of 
deſpair, when the thing was too late, when his power was 
defeated, and his policy deſpiſed, prevailed upon Parliament to ſend 


three Commiſſioners to the Congreſs, to lay at the feet of that 


aſſembly, all thoſe claims of Supremacy, which he had year after 
year, for ſeveral years repeatedly and ſolemnly aſſured Parliament, 
he would eſtabliſh over all the Britiſh Colonies in America. 


During his adminiſtration a war was commenced, or, rather 


created, with America, in which we have loſt the Provinces of 
New Hampſhire, 
Maſlachuſett's Bay, 
Rhode Iſland, 
Connecticut, 
New York, 
New Jerſey, | 1 5 
| Pennſylvania, | | 
; | Delaware Counties, 
| : Maryland, 
Virginia, | 
North Carolina, . 
South Carolina, and® 
Georgia. | 


The money expended upon this criminal war, conducted upon 

a ſyſtem of expence never known before, by contractors at New 

ö Vork, and contractors at home; by ſuch a ſcheme of double 
1 contract as was ſufficient to exhauſt: the mines: of Mexico and 
| | | | Peru, 


CG 06 1 


Peru, has exceeded ONE HuNDRED AND: TWENTY Mi L- 


LIONS! 


The loſs of men in the ſame criminal war, by the capture of 
two fine armies, the number of leſſer defeats, in fruitleſs victories, 
in marauding detachments, and diſgraceful expeditions, by the 
climate, and by captures at ſea, upon a very moderate calcula- 


tion, is upwards of one hundred and twenty thouſand. Beſides 
arms, cannon, camp equipage, cloathing, money, &c. &c. 


The American war gave birth to the war with France, in which 
we have loſt the iſlands of 

Grenada, | 
St. Vincent, 
Dominica, 

Tobago, 
Nevis, 
St. Chriſtophers, | 
The River . &c. 


The war wah France gave birth to a war with ns; in which 


we have loſt 
Florida, and 
Minorca ; 


which laſt gives to the Houſe of Bourbon the entire dominion 
of the Mediterranean. 


The American war gave birth alſo to the war with Holland; 
and eventually, to the armed confederacy of the Northern Powers, 


—: Lo Vries 


( * 


by which our enemies are ſüpplied with naval ſtores, * our 
ſhips are prevented cruizing in the Baltic.“ 


Theſs loffes, and diminution of empire, compriſe not the whole 


of our misfortunes, under the late adminiftration. Our domeſtic 


diſtreſſes have encreaſed, in peri paſſu, with the accumulation of 
our enemies. The late noble Chancellor of the Exchequer inſtead 
of obtaining a revenue from America, which he pretended was 
the object of the war wich that country, though the paltry ſum 
intended to have been raiſed by the tax upon tea, gave the flatteſt 
contradiction to his aſſertion; he laid the following taxes upon 
Great Britain, after the commencement of the war with America; 
beſides the angual taxes of land, (at four ns. xl 8 and 
lottery. 


= fo * 
1776. Duty on carriages — laid at per annnm 19,000: 
Stamps on newſpapers - = 138,000 

—— cards = ' =: a = =» -6,000 

—. = = <= 30,000: 

2777. Male ſervants - = = = = 100,000; 
Auctions 5 = = = = 37.5 
Additional . n = = 35, ooo 
Carried over . 265,500 


I have not: ſaid any thing of the captures at ſea, becauſe the value of them is 


not eaſily aſcertained z but taking the whole into the conſideration z. that is, king's. 
ſhips, armed veſſels, — traders, & c. the balance. will be found. to be 
greatly againſt. us. | 


1 
> 


2 
1 
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F 

Brought over 265,500 

. Additional duties on glaſs, laid at per annum 45,000 

7 177 8. Houle tax — „„ 4 w_ 26 4,000 

| Additional duties on wines - - 72,558 

. 1779. Five per cent. on exciſe and cuſtoms 4 318,000 

* 1 Poſt- horſes — — - — — 164, 2 50 

| 1780, Foreign wines 2 — 72,000 
Britiſh wines == 8 20, 617 j 
Hs ieee Ley on foirits - — is 34,557 : 
— | rum — - — — 70, 958 | i 
— — — brandy — 30 $ 
— | malt. = — ane 310,000- 0 
5 — coals — — 2 12,899 f 
. Five per cent. on the preceding ſeven articles = 46,193. ; 
Licences (for tea dealers, &c.) )) 9,000- a 

Stamps on legaciees = — 12,00 

Additional duty on advertiſements 5 0 

— —— ſalt F 69, co 

1781. Five per cent. on exciſe - - - I 50,000 

Diſcounts of cuſtoms: „6 = 167,0 

Regulations on paper - — — 100, 60 

8 Sugar „ 75 „„ dee 

Tobacco — — — „ 61,000 

| 1782. Small be err, . 

5 Tea licences = = = =- = = 48,250: 

| Moved in Soap 5 _ — OY 3 1 104,500 

N — ol Tobacco . 5 5 „ 133 

I | —- Carried over L. 2, 971, 48 5 


— — — ——— — — — oo mag 
—— — ü Sdn ˙¼—— —orirä3ʃä 2 e = hang 2 — W: wu = 
II — — — — — - 2 
— — 2 


2 ——— —-— ——— . — 
” 


r id 


Brought over 2,971,485 


Lord North Brandy — . — laid at per annum. 5, ooo 
on the 11th gal | | 6 
__ - e 5 0,000 
1782. Medicinal ſalt 2 — — — 5,000 
Inſurances - - - - — = 100,000- 
Stamp on inland bills of exchange 5 59,000 
Flayhouſes, cee. : = »—= * 30,000 
Land and water carriage = = = - 210,000 


— 


Total Ewe annum 3.43 1225 2 


Beſides theſe burdens upon the people, excluſive of the ſums 
raiſed by the land, malt, and lottery every year, and all the old 


taxes continued, there is 'a large unfunded debt, which the laſt 


Miniſter has left as a legacy to his ſucceſſor, * And there is to 
be taken into the account, ſome kind of eſtimate of the late annual 
advantage; or benefit to this country, arifing from the poſſeſſion, 
encreaſed and encreaſing trade of the Colonies, which are loſt. The 
ſubje& does not admit of a preciſe eſtimate ; and ſome capital arti- 
cles will admit of no eſtimate at all, as the great nurſery for ſea- 
men, ſhip-building, infinity of ordinary labour, &c. yet laying 


' theſe out of the conſideration, and taking only thoſe points into the 


calculation, which have been known, tangible, clear advantages; 
: | „„ the 


* Navy debt, eleven millions 
Exchequer bills, almoſt three milliens and a half 
Debt to the Bank, two millions | 
There will be the winding up of the war whenever peace is mages _ payment 
for the German troops ſent to America, &c. 


| ( = } 
the eſtimate, upon the moſt moderate computation, in the judg- 
ment of men of acknowledged great ability and eminent ſkill in 
mercantile affairs, 1s Rated at upwards of Five MILLIORS, 
annually. 


To this immenſe loſs is to be added, the great diminution of 
the African trade, of ſeveral of the Weſt India iſlands. The entire 
loſs of the Mediterranean. Together with all the attendant bran- 
ches of trade and commerce, which are too numerous to be reca- 


pitulated. 


The ſtocks (which, as hath before been obſerved, are the baro- 
meter of the ſtate) have been diminiſhed conſiderably more than 
one third. Lord North's laſt value of them when he made his 
bargain for 1782, with the ſubſcribers, was the three per cents, at 
fifty-four. The value of land upon an average, it is now about 
ene and two and twenty years purchaſe. And the poor's rates, 
owing to the want of employment by the loſs [of trade, have en- 
creaſed every year with the diminution ; thereby laying a very 
heavy additional weight on the landed property. 


4s to the fleet which Lord Sandwich has left, it is not proper to 

be called a fleet, there being very few ſhips fit for ſervice ;. and it 
is more than probable, that if his Lordſhip's diſmiſſion had been 
delayed a few weeks longer, the Channel would: have been as 
completely abandoned to the enemy, as the Mediterranean hath been. 
But in the true ſpirit of deluſion, which. hath diſtinguiſhed his ad- 
miniſtration throughout, when he found he could no longer inſult. 
the diſtreſſes of his country with a meretricious laugh, diſtreſſes 


of whiich he had * a principal author, he put every ſnip and 
| F | veſſel 


4 


veſſel in commiſſion, unfit and unfiniſhed, too rotten for the ſea, 


and too foon to be launched, ſhips that could not ſwim, and ſhips 


that had not their ribs in. It was all the ſame. All helps-to ſwell 
the liſt pon paper, His liſts to the laſt moment of his power, 
have been uniform. They have been like Romeo's apothecaries 
ſhop, a beggarly account of empty boxes, 


By the late Adminiſtration, the national character was degraded 
and debaſed in every inſtance of their conduct; whether of war or 


negotiation, In war, they were cruel and cowardly, In negotia- 


tion, they were ignorant, indeterminate, and evaſive. 


During the late adminiſtration, the affairs of Ireland were to- 
tally neglected. The war with America involving every part of the 
empire in difficulties and diſtreſſes, Ireland being one of the 
weakeſt, became the firſt affected. But ſuch was the imbecility of 


Miniſters, they were unequal even to the management of the af- 


fairs of Ireland. They did not underſtand them. They affected, 
for a conſiderable time, a total indifference to the ns 
| m7 received, the better to conceal their ſuperlative i incapacity, * 


Thus 


2 


* << This Lord North knows full well; he who knows lied s more than the price 


of each man's conſcience in the Cock-pit; whoſe genius never roſe higher than ſome 
temporary expedient to patch up the buſineſs of a ſeſſion; who feeling himſelf un- 
equal to the management of a great empire, has pared it down to the meaſure of his 
own abilities; and who vainly ſuppoſes that if he be found in a majority, he has 
gained a complete victory; even he found that the poverty of Ireland was a bar to 


the exerciſe of his financiering talents, and therefore wiſhed to looſe ſome of her 
ſhackles in 1778. 


„But the weavers of England, and the pedlars of Scotland, clamoured. That 


was enough to daunt his mighty ſpirit. And therefore to gratify Mancheſter and 
Glaſgow, he became An enemy to Ireland in 1779.“ See firft Lines of Ireland's true 
; Interęſt, 


—— 


(ax) 


Thus the affairs of Ireland have grown to a moſt alarming mag- 
nitude. The friends of Ireland, reſident in that kingdom, view- 


ing 


intereſt, page 36. Writen by the Rev. Dr. Campbell. Dublin printed by R. March- | 


bank, in Caſtle Street. =; 

The hackneyed topic of Ireland's Independance, I ſhall not dwell upon. For, 
though a queſtion of right, it is one ſo ſingular, that it cannot be deciſively diſ- 
cuſſed upon paper. The caſuiſts indeed of the Britiſh Parliament have declared, 
that the King's Majeſty, by and with the conſent of the Lords &c. &c. hath 


power and authority to make laws and ftatutes of ſufficient force and validity to 


bind the kingdom and people of Ireland,”* Mr, Mollyneux has nevertheleſs made 
| | it 


* 'This law took its riſe from an appeal to the Houſe of Peers in England, by Maurice 
Anneſley, againſt a decree of the Houſe of Peers in Ireland, which the Britiſh Houſe of 
Peers reverſed, and ordered the Barons of the Exchequer in Ireland to cauſe Mr. Anneſ- 
ley, to be forthwith put in poſſeſſion of certain lands in the county of Kildare, of which he 


had been diſpoſſeſſed by virtue of a decree of the Houſe of Peers of Ireland. Purſuant to 
this order, the Barons of the Exchequer in that kingdom, iſſued out an injunQtion to Alex- 


ander Burrows, Sheriff of the County of Kildare, and ſet ſeveral fines upon him for re- 


Fuſing to put it in execution, which the Houſe of Peers in Ireland diicharged, and voted 
that Jeffery Gilbert, Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, John Pocklington, and Sir John 
St. Leger, the other Barons of the Exchequer in Ireland, had acted in manifeſt derogation 
to the King's prerogative, in his High Court of Parliament in Ireland, as alſo of the rights 
and privileges of this kingdom, and of the Parliament thereof. "Theſe Barons were alſo 
ordered to be taken into cuſtody of the Uſher of the Black Rod. But the Houſe of Lords 
in England reſolved, that the Barons had acted with courage according to law, in ſupport 
of his Majeſty's prerogative, and with fidelity to the Crown of Great Britain. In this heat, 
the Engliſh Judges were ordered to bring in a bill for the better ſecuring the Dependance of 
Ireland. The bill is ſaid to have been drawn by Mr. Philip Yorke, afterwards Lord Hard- 
wicke, and Lord Chancellor. It paſſed into a law, and the following is a copy of it. 

„ Whereas attempts have been lately made to ſhake off the ſubjection of Ireland unto, 
and dependance upon, the Imperial Crown of this realm, which will be of dangerous conſe- 
quence. to Great Britain and Ireland. And whereas the Houſe of Lords in Ireland, in or- 
der thereto, have of late, againſt law, aſſumed to themſelves a power and juriſdiction to ex- 
amine, correct, and amend the gudgments and decrees of the courts of juſtice in the king- 
dom of Ireland: Therefore, for the better ſecuring the dependency of Ireland upon the 
Crown of Great Britain, may it pleaſe your Majeſty, that it may be enacted ; and it is here- 


by declared and enacted, by the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 


and conſent of the Lord's Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in this Parliament aſſem- 

bled, and by the authority of the ſame, that the ſaid kingdom of Ireland hath been, is, and 
of right, ought to be, {ſubordinate unto, and dependent upon, the Imperial Crown of 

Great Britain, as being inſeparably united and annexed thereunto ; and that the King's Ma- 
Jetty, by and with the advice and conſent of the Lord's Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
| mons 


} 
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ing with horror, the principles and conduct of the Miniſters, in 
the creation and proſecution of the American war, have taken 'the 
| alarm 


it more clear than the fire which burned his book, that the Parliament of Ireland has 
juſt as good a right to make laws to bind the kingdom and people of England.” 
Lid, Page 50. 3 3 2 | | : 
Had this ſovereign legiſlature topped at declaratory acts, England would not 
have ſo ſoon loſt ſo much ground in North America.“ bid, page 51. | 

<< But may the queſtion of Ireland's ſubordination to any legiſlature but her own, 
continue for ever a point of mere ſpeculation, rather than that it ſhould, at any 
time, be decided by the logic of Kings.” bid, page 52. | 

« The mercantile empire, which begins by taking from the connected country 


her trade, will ſoon proceed to make very bold attempts upon her liberty. Under 


pretence of maintaining trade-laws, ſhe will aſſert in all caſes, and exerciſe in ſome,, 
the power of binding internally; and next aſſume the right of taxing ; one infringe- 
ment will lead to another. Such was the power exercifed againſt America, and de- 
nounced againſt Ireland.” See a Letter to the People of Ireland. By Henry Gratton, 
Eſq. Member of Parliament in Ireland. Page 7 and 8. Dublin Printed for Tſaac 


_ Coles, in Caple Street. 


e Manchefter does not care how ceconomic our government ſhall be, provided: 
our country does not acquire a trade; the Miniſter is not anxious about what you. 


may get in trade, provided you ſupport his ſyſtem of prodigality ; and thus does. 
Ireland continue diſabled and overburdened, between manufacturing towns main- 
_ taining their monopoly, and the Miniſter vindicating his plunder. 


An opinion attributes our miſery to the high letting of land. If this is an. 
evil in Ireland, it is a very deplorable one, beyond the power of human ſtatute to 
remedy. If the tenantry of Ireland will be ſatisfied to live upon leſs than the 


neceſſaries of life, while in England they inſiſt upon more, we cannot reſtrain the 


humility of our people by act of parliament, But if the ſuppoſed high letting of 
| land: 


mons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, had, hath, and, of right, ought to have, 
full power and authority to make laws, and ſtatutes of ſuſſicient force and validity, to bind. 
the people and the kingdom of Ireland. And be it farther enacted and declared by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, that the Houſe of Lords of Ireland, have not, nor of right, ought to have, 
any juriſdiction to judge of, affirm, or reverſe any judgment, ſentence, or decree, given or 
made in any court within the ſaid kingdom ; and that all proceedings before the ſaid Houſe 
of Lords, upen any. ſuch judgment, ſentence, or decree, are, and are hereby declared to. 
be, utterly null and void, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever,” 


( 25 3 


alarm reſpecting their own privileges and liberties; and have de- | 


manded a ſpecific renunciation of certain claims, which had lain 
| dormant 


land were the cauſe of our diſtreſs, then it had not been the manufacturers, but 
the tenantry, who would have been the firſt and principal ſufferers. 

&?Tis true the tenantry did feel and will feel, I fear long, the wretchedneſs of 
the laſt years; not from the exaction of the landlord, but the ruinous contract of 
the Miniſter. THE EMBAR GO, which lay upon this country for three years like 
a curſe, and is now felt in its effects like a plague ! which prevented the tenantry 


from making any uſe of their land, and. would have rendered any rent an exorbi- 


tant one.” bid, page 10 and 11. 


“When we ſpeak of the ſpirit of the —_ as a thing to be dreaded, we R 
not to overlook one very important truth. The conſtitution is now e to a 


ſtate in which no public benefit can be obtained, but by the collective body of the 


people. If we wiſh to defend our land againſt a tax, our chance conſiſts in this 


only, that the influence of the crown ſhall ſtand in awe of the clamours of the peo- 
ple. When the majority of thoſe who compoſe the Legiſlature, have gotten a com- 
plete victory over remorſe about conduct and character, there is no reſtraint but 
fear; no ſecurity, but the interpoſition of the people.“ Ibid, page 48. 

308 The aſſociation is a meaſure wonderfully calculated to unite all deſcriptions of 
men, and to inſpire union.“ id, page 53. | 

In oppoſition to this aſſociation, I have heard of but one objection, the danger 


of provoking England. To know whether this fear is founded, let us conſider 


| what we have loſt by it. Under this fear we have ſuffered Magna Charta, and 
whole volumes of privileges to be infringed. During this fear, his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſter in his ſpeech from the throne, on a queſtion whether England was to en- 
force a power to tax America, declared that he would mention ſuch a power, not 


only over America, but every part of his dominions ; and during this fear an ap- 


plication was made to Ireland to exhort her approbation of ſuch a principle, and 
another application to ſpare her troops, to enforce that principle by arms.” tid, 


page 56. 


That we ſhall be united againſt the common enemy will be due to the virtue of | 


Ireland; if we are leſs active againſt them it will be due to the conduct of the 


Britiſh Miniſter and his majority in Parliament; who have left us ſo little to fight for, 


ſo little to expect from their ene and fa gd to e from _ oe” 
bid, page 73. 


G 
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dormant during the Whig adminiſtrations of George the Firſt, 
and George the Second; and would not have diſturbed the 
happineſs of George the Third, if his Tory Miniſters had not ſown 
the ſeeds of war and jealouſy throughout all his dominions, 


criminal, than thoſe of Ireland. The attention and views of the 


votes at the India Houſe, like the number of votes in the Houſe 
of Commons, compriſed all their knowledge, all their plans, and 
all their purpoſes. This ignorance and inattention, gave ſcope and 
opportunity for tranſacting all kinds of jobs; gave riſe to an im- 
politic and unneceſſary war with the Marrattas, which laid the 
foundation of a confederacy of the Country Powers againſt us; in 


Company at home. 


Let us now reverſe the Picture, and ſee What the other fide 
produces; which will take but a few moments to 


St. Lucia taken —and it has been the grave of our army in the 
Weſt Indies. | 


st. Eu ſtatius taken —and retaten. 
Demarare and Ifaquibo taken—and 'retaken, 5 


' [As to Pondicherry, it was taken by the orders of the Eaſt India 
Company, without the knowledge of the Miniſters.] 


Such 


The affairs of Afia have been trifled with in a manner not leſs 


Miniſters never went beyond Leadenhall-ſtreet. The number of 


he word, for plundering the Provinces in India, and ruining the 
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Suck was the ſttate of the Country when the late Miniſters were 
diſmiſſed from their offices. Such was the contraſt between what 
they found, and what they left. So far from heightening the 
picture in any part, it is in every part much within the truth. It 
is but a ſketch of ſome of the principal meaſures taken or adopted 
by the late Miniſters; and a brief mention of one or two capital 
neglects. Were every particular to be ſet down, the Catalogue of 
blunders and expences, loſſes and defeats, would fill a volume. 


It was time for Parliament, whoſe confidence the late Miniſters 
had abuſed, to take the alarm. The country was haſtening to 
deſtruction. Every man ſaw it. And though addreſſes did not 
come from every part of the kingdom, as they had done in the late 
reign upon the loſs of Minorea, it was not becauſe the people, 
both within: and without the capital, were not convinced of the 


incapacity and wickedneſs of the late Miniſters; but beeauſe the 


corrupt arts of thoſe Minifters, and the miſrepreſentations they made 
of the ſttate of the Country, in the Cloſet as well as in Parliament, 


had rendered all addreſſes and petitions, ineffectual. 


The People were reduced to this alternative; to aſſume the 
power of action, in order to ſave, if ſalvation was within human 
reach; or to ſit ſtill, in ſilent patience, till the ſtorm of ruin ſnould 
burſt. The time was awful. Parliament ſaw the gloom—and cri- 
tically interpoſed. Parliament ſaw the Miniſters were incapable ; 
were inadequate to the duties of their offices—they were undeſery- 


ing of future truſt and confidence: they had failed in the per- 


formance of every promiſe they had made; they had broken every 
engagement; their whole conduct, which had been a ſeries of du- 
plicity, 


ae) 
plicity, was become too palpable 'to be exuntenanced, too criminal 
to be permitted. With indignation, a majority of the Houſe of 
Commons, including a very large majority of the independent mem- 
bers, refuſed to give the Miniſters any further ſupport, Theſe Gen- 
tlemen acted up to their conſtitutional character, of Guardians and 
Truſtees of the Nation. The greater part of the Miniſters had 


nothing to loſe but their ſalaries; and the greater part of their 


dependants nothing but their finecures, douceurs, jobs, and cen- 


tracts. 
of the country. Parliament ſaw that the patrimony of the nation, 


which ſeemed to be the only permanent fund now left, was put 
in competition with the tenure and patronage of office. It was be- 
come a ſtruggle between Property and Corruption; aided on one 
ſide by conſummate ability and wiſdom, and on the other by ſor- 
did avarice and low cunning, The wonderful talents, and oratory 
of Mr. Fox, poured conviction on the Skeptic, underſtanding on 
the Ignorant, gave ardour to the Indifferent, and deciſion to the 
' Doubtful. The Treaſury trembled at his name through all her 
claſſes of venality. His ſpirit and perſeverance: rouzed Parliament 
from its lethargy ; and while he ſmote Corruption with one hand, 
he wiclded the Democracy of England with the other. The. Mi- 
niſters were compelled to yield. They were obliged to go and ac- 
_ quaint the King they had loſt the confidence of at 


amn would no longer ſupport them. 


On the 20th of March, Lord North came to the Houſe of 
Commons to make a declaration, that he and his colleagues were 
no longer Miniſters. But no ſooner was one difficulty removed, 


than another preſented itſelf; this was — Who had foi age to ſac- | 


ceed them? 


＋ here 


The gains of all theſe people encreaſed with the diſtreſſes 
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There is no doubt but that the Court might, without much dif- 


ficulty, have formed an adminiſtration of ſecond and third rate men, 
like the laſt, who would have taken the reſponſible offices, and per- 


mitted the Interior Cabinet, conſiſting of Mr, Jenkinſon, and 58 


coadjutors, to continue as before. Neither is there a doubt, that 
ach a change would have been moſt agreeable. A Double Cabi- 
net had been the favourite Syſtem of the Court for ſeveral years. It 


is the nature of man, when arrived at a certain age, to leave his 


habits with reluctance ; and of all habits that of power, or the fancy 
of having power, is left with the greateſt. To form a Miniſtry, 
and preſerve the favourite habit of the Court, was not impracticable, 
but to gain the Confidence of the Houſe of Commons by ſuch a 
Miniſtry, was totally 1MPosSIBLE! The Syſtem had been ex- 
ploded. It was univerſally known and reprobated. It was uncon- 
ſtitutional. The Cabal of Charles the Second laid the foundation of 
the expulſion of James the Second, and the conſequent introduction 
of the Houſe of Brunſwick, 


Neceſſity, dire neceſſity, obliged the Court to reſort to the 
Whigs. I will not be particular, becauſe the ſubje& is delicate. 
But there can be no impropriety in ſaying, and truth requires it, 
That the Anſwer of the Whigs was made with that decency and 
demeanour, which have ever marked their character. The warmeſt 
friend of Hierarchy muſt admire the reſpe& ſhewn in it, and the 
moſt extravagant Independent muſt honour their firm adherence to 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution, The Court took courage ; that bug- 
bear of nonſenſe, with which they had been threatened, they now 
found had no exiſtence ; it was a cheat invented by the laſt Mini- 
ſters. It was now apparent, that the object of the Whigs was the 


Public Welfare; not the Captivity of the Crown, 
| H | There - 
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There was a noble generoſity, an exalted ſpirit of Patriotiſm, 
which a grateful poſterity will be in love with praiſing, in the Whigs 
accepting the government of the Country, at a time, when by the 
miſmanagements of the late Miniſtry, it was reduced to the moſt 
abje& and humiliated condition.—After the loſſes of whole Pro- 
vinces, and iſlands; all the defeats, and captures, which are deep- 
ly imprinted upon every man's memory; an impoveriſhed exche- 
quer, a ruined marine, a people unnerved by misfortune, and op- 
preſſed by taxation. Such a ſituation was enough to make the 


ſtouteſt man tremble. And that ſuch was the ſituation in which 


the late Miniſtry left us, not withſtanding they found us, when they 
were appointed Miniſters, the moſt happy and flouriſhing people 


upon earth, is notorious, not only to all ourſelves, but to the whole 
j 1 


world. 


There is a virtue, or a wickedneſs, in accepting the government 
of a Country in ſuch a ſituation, as the hiſtory of the world cannot 
parallel. The act admits of no medium in principle. It muſt be 
ſuperlatively good, or ſuperlatively bad. If it is bad, there muſt 
be a temptation; a proſpect, at leaſt, of reward. No man, or ſet 
of men, will undertake a bad thing, in which there can be no 
honour, without the expectation of reward. What reward can be 
obtained from defeat of armies, diminution of empire, and decreaſe 
of wealth? But fortunately for the Whigs, notwithſtanding every 
engine had been uſed for a ſeries of years, in circnlating the moſt 
villainous calumnies on their characters, and now ſtood ready to 
continue the infernal work; there was at this time, a criterion to 
judge of the principle, without liſtening to the aſſertions, or de- 
clarations of either themſelves, or their enemies, If reward had 
been their obje& in their acceptance of office, at this moſt hazard- 
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ons and perilous moment, we ſhould not have ſeen Mr. Jenkinſon 
and Lord Stormont diſmiſſed as preliminaties, nor Lord Rocking- 
ham and Lord Shelburne negotiated with as principals. Theſe facts 
are ſuch public banners of an Independent Adminiſtration, that no 
ſuſpicion of intereſt, nor ſlander of their enemies, can faſten upon 
them, with the leaſt colour or pretence, the charge of any diſho- 
nourable motive or deſign. The virtuous men of Greece and Rome 
furniſh figures, which fill up but the back ground of the canyas : 


a mighty empire torn to pieces, ſurrounded by powerful enemies, 


reſcued from deſtruction, juſt as the Leviathan, Corruption, was 
ready to devour her, will to all ages occupy and fill the firſt, 


The virtue of their private characters, their acknowledged abili- 


ties, and the indiſputable purity of their conduct when laſt in 


office, all warrant a favourable conſtruction, in the firſt inſtance, 
But when the inflexible perſeverance they have ſhewn againſt the 
ruinous meaſures of the late adminiſtration ; their ſteady adherence 
to certain great conſtitutional points, notwithſtanding repeated at- 
tempts, almoſt numberleſs, which have been made to divide them, 
are recollected; and that at laſt they made thoſe points zheir con- 
ditions; it muſt be obvious and convincing to every man, that it 
was the Nation, the Public, and not themſelves, ' which were the 
objects of their attention: that they have accepted of ardour, 
anxiety, difficulty; exertion, and reſponſibility, with the ſame view, 
and in the ſame manner, except that one is in ſome degree com- 


pulſory, and the other wholly voluntary, that the gallant ſoldier 


forſakes his eaſe, when the neceſſity of his country calls, and riſks 


not only his life, but his reputation, which is dearer to him than 
life, in defence of her cauſe, her honour, and her exiſtence. 


. 


They 
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They accommodated their own arrangements with a mutual and 
overbearing friendſhip, at a time when the public diſtreſſes had 
been augmented, had been encreaſed to ſuch a wanton and unneceſ- 
fary extent, as no indolence, no negligence, no ignorance, can juſtify. 

The dawnings of their penetration are ſeen before they are warm 
in their ſeats. The Public take confidence in the rectitude of their | 
meaſures, in their vigilance, and in their wiſdom. 


Ireland will treat with the preſent Miniſters. The amiable 

manners, Whig principles, and hereditary purity of the Duke of 
Portland, ſeem like the former William, of the Houſe of Orange, 
to be deſtined to reſtore the happineſs, and luſtre of Ireland. To 
his virtue and good ſenſe, ſupported by the wiſdom and energy of 
the Miniſters at home, we may hope for the recovery and deliver- 
ance of our Siſter Kingdom ; who though in the regal titles is 
laſt named, 1s not leaſt in love. 


Ruſſia and Holland will likewiſe treat with the preſent Mini- 
ſters. But nobody would treat with the laſt. All Europe ſaw 


they had no power; that they were Py the oſtenſible Puppets of 
an unreſponſible Cabal. | 


Our 8 at this moment is, that not only our on coun- 
trymen ſee, but that foreigners are alſo convinced, that the preſent 
Miniſters are under no Secret Controul. They are ſuperior to it 

The odious, unconſtitutional and criminal ſyſtem of a Double Cabi- 
net, is broken up, and done away, That dark temporizing Cabi- 
net of power, which was always equivocal, irrefolute, and evaſive, 


and 


— 


and which rendered our Court deſpicable in the judgment of other 


(88:9 


nations, and deteſtable in our own, is exploded and baniſhed, it is 
hoped for ever. The preſent Miniſters of Great Britain are conſti- 
tutional ; they are the Authors and Adviſers of their own meaſures. 
The omen of foreign communication is favourable, it is auſpicious, 


and whether a peace with Holland ſucceeds or not, the change of 


ſyſtem already ſhews, that the reſpectable names alone of the new 
Miniſters, have recovered our rank among the nations; which by 
the late Miniſters had been debaſed, abandoned, obſcured and obli- 
terated, This is an advantage, and an honour, which are not to 
be aſcribed to any act in office, for they have not been long enough 
in office to ſee the effect of any; but ſolely to the high eſtimation in 
which their characters ſtand abroad, It is an eſtimation founded 
upon experienced merit and excellence. When foreigners acknow- 
ledge ſuch ability, who are in general not partial to us, the exam- 
ple muſt give weight and confirmation to out own judgments ; and 
raiſe, in our minds, the eſtimation of thoſe merits, becauſe we are 
the * who are to profit by them. 


In our ſervice we ſee engaged, 
The inflexible purity and virtue of the Marquis of Rockingham. 


The great political knowledge and ſound judgment of the Earl 
of Shelburne. 


The ſpontaneous and perfect ſagacity of Mr. Fox. 
The patriot ſpirit, and ardour of the Duke of Richmond. 
The conſtitutional learning and integrity of Lord Camden. 


His lordſhip's approved, ads and enobled diſciple, Lord 
Aſhburton. 
I | The 
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The ſcientific and profeſſional {kill of Lord Keppel. 
The brilliant talents and amiable urbanity of Mr. Burke. 
The ſignal union of the whole Houſe of Cavendiſh. 5 


With a long train of Peers and Commoners, Generals, and Ad- 
mirals, returning with zeal to the Public Standard, becauſe they 
are confident of meeting with the ſupport and the fidelity of office. 


If human wiſdom, if acknowledged ability, if unimpeached 
virtue, and almoſt unexampled patriotiſm and heroiſm, ever de- 
ſerved the confidence of a Nation, this combination, this aſſem- 
blage of the brighteſt and pureſt gems in the Britiſh diadem, me- 
rit all the protection that a generous public can grant, and all the 
fopport that a people, ſoatched from ruin, can give. 


An INDEPENDENT WHIG. 


April 15, 1782. 


LATI 
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LATE MINISTERS. 


Lord North appointed January, 1770. 


Lord Hillſborough, November, 1779. 


Lord Stormont, 
Mrs: Ellis; 
Lord Bathurſt, _ 
Lord Dartmouth, 
Lord Hertford, 


Lord Sandwich, Tos 


Lord Carliſle, 
Lord Amherſt, 
Lord Townſhend, 
Lord Clarendon, 
Mr. Rigby, © 


Mr. Jenkinſon, 
EXTRAVAGANCE and CoR- 
RUP TION. 


October, 1779. 
February, 1782. 


November, 1779. 


November, 1775. 
December, 1776. 


December, 1770. 
October, 1780. 5 


June, 1779. 


October, 1772. 
- | June; 2770. | 


June, 1768. 
June, 1778. 


TINTERJOR TABJNET, 


PRESENT MIN ISTERS. 
Appointed in April, 1782. 
Marquis of Rockingham. 


Lord John Cavendiſh. 
Mr. Fox. 
Lord Shelburne. 


Lord Camden. 
Duke of Grafton. 
Duke of Mancheſter, 


Lord Keppel 


Duke of Portland. 
General Conway. 
Duke of Richmond. 
Lord Aſhburton 


Mr. Burke. | 
Mr. T. Townſhend. 
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